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18. ALLURGDUS STONEI, Sharpe. 

A specimen of this species has a greenish head with 
yellowish stripes in the middle, and a yellowish forehead, 
no doubt the remains of the immature plumage. 


19. ALLURGDUS MELANOCEPHALUS, Ramsay. 

This species has been lately founded by Ramsay (Proc. 
Linn. Soc. N. S. W. vii. p. 25). The following diagnosis will 
supplement his description :— 

HE. arfakiano, Meyer, similis, sed fascia nuchali nigra et 
maculis tectricum alarum nullis, jugulo et gutture varie- 
gatis, pectore et abdomine brunnescentibus diversus : 
long. tot. circ. 290, al. 152, caud. 120, rostr. 33, tars. 44 
millim. 

This species comes between Z. arfakianus and Æ. mela- 
notis of Aroo, but is nearest to the former. In its throat 
being not black it approaches Æ. melanotis, although this 
part is somewhat dark in Æ. melanocephalus. In its dark 
head it resembles X. arfakianus, but there is no sharply 
defined cervical band. The uniform green wing-coverts re- 
mind one of Æ. buccoides of Western New Guinea and 
ZE. stonei of Southern New Guinea. Æ. melanocephalus 
seems to be darker than Æ. arfakianus on the under surface 
of the tail, and to have a narrower terminal band. The 
feathers of the throat in 4. melanocephalus are black at the 
bases and tips, but have a broad white intermediate band, so 
that the white predominates, whereas in Æ. arfakianus the 
black predominates. The whole under surface is washed with 
olive-brown, and is much darker than in Z. arfakianus and 
ZF. melanotis. 


` XXX.—Description of a new Ground-finch from Western 
Peru. By P. L. Scuater, M.A., Ph.D., F.R.S. 


(Plate VIII.) 


My excellent and much valued correspondent, Prof. William 
Nation, of Lima, has lately sent me a single skin of a 
Ground-finch from the upper valley of the Rimac, which 
seems to belong to an undescribed and very distinct species 
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of the genus Hemophila. It is evident from the specimens 
previously forwarded by Prof. Nation from the same district’, 
as also from the fine novelties in plants recently gathered by 
Mr. John Ball in the upper valley of the Rimac, that there 
is still much to be done by collectors on the Transandean 
slopes of Peru. 

The Ground-finch I propose to characterize as 


HÆMOPHILA PULCHRA, sp. nov. (Plate VIII.) 


. . . o . ES 
Supra cinerea, preecipue in interscapulio, brunneo lavata; ` 


fronte, loris et spatio inter lora et gulam nigris: alis 
nigris ; secundariorum limbis externis latis cum horum 
tectricibus et scapularibus adjacentibus distincte cas- 
taneis ; tectricibus minoribus cinereis : caudæ vix rotun- 
datæ, nigræ, rectricibus duabus externis pro majore 
parte albis, proxima utrinque laterali albo terminata : 
subtus cinerea, gula nigra, ventre et crisso albis; late- 
ribus fulvo tinctis; subalaribus albis; alarum pagina 
inferiore cinerea: rostro et pedibus flavis : long. tota 
6'2, aloe 2°8, caudæ 2°8 poll. Angl. 

Hab. Peruvia occidentalis, in valle fl. Rimac, ad alt, 
7000-8000 ped. 

The black face and throat, chestnut scapulars, and pale 
yellow bill and feet render this species quite unmistakable. 
The wings are short, the third and fourth primaries slightly 
exceeding the second and fifth in length. The feet are not 
strong for a bird of this group. The bill is rather elongate, 
and the culmen slightly incurved. It would not, in fact, be 
difficult to make out new generic characters for this species ; 
but for the present I propose to put it in Hemophila, of 
which there is already one species known from Western Peru 
(H. stolzmanni). 

The single specimen received was obtained by a corre- 
spondent of Prof. Nation at Matucana, in the upper valley 
of the Rimac, which is about 8000 feet above the sea-level. 
It was found flying about on the low bushes near the river. 
The sex was noted “ male ;” the irides “ black,” bill and feet 
“ bright yellow.” 

* See articles on the birds of Western Peru by P. L. Sclater and W. 
Nation in P. Z. S. 1866, p. 100; 1867, p. 340; 1869, p. 146; 1871, p. 496, 


